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The Projects Committee 

has been busy reviewing 

and analyzing a number of 

new project requests.  The 

Board has approved two 

new projects on the recom-

mendation of the Projects 

Committee: the Socota, 

Colombia Agro-Forestry 

Project and the Iryango 

Widows Self-Help Project, 

Phase II.   

 

The Socota, Colombia Pro-

ject was referred to us by 

Dittmar Mundel and will be 

implemented by the Co-

lombian Evangelical Lu-

theran Church Diaconal 

Ministry.  It will establish 

five protected areas for 

reforestation which will 

regulate water flows for 

the whole municipality, 

train community leaders in 

organic agriculture, silvicul-

ture and environmental 

education, and secure 

food self sufficiency for 15 

families through establish-

ment of gardens.  The total 

project cost is 

$26,969.00, of which we 

have applied for a match-

ing grant of one half the 

amount from the Commu-

nity Initiatives Program of 

the Government of Alberta.  

In a related matter, Saha-

karini has approved an 

internship in Colombia for 

Leah Johnson, and she will 

be spending part of her 

time in Colombia at the 

project location to study 

and monitor the project. 

The Board has approved 

the second project, the 

Iryango Widows Project, 

Phase II, to proceed to the 

contract stage.  The first 

phase of the project was 

begun in 2010 and has 

been continued over the 

past three years.  That pro-

ject enabled some 120 

members of the group to 

receive one goat each and 

to rent small plots of land 

to raise crops.  Though 

there have been challeng-

es due to drought, the pro-

ject has generally been 

successful, and we have 

decided to move to Phase 

II.  Phase II will provide the 

group with $10,000.00 to 

be allocated to the mem-

bers by small loans, and 
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$5000.00 for goat-rearing.  

The project will again be 

administered by the Africa 

Community Technical Ser-

vice (ACTS) and overseen by 

Elly Nankunda.  Our local 

contact for this project is 

John Pattison of Kingman, 

AB, who continues to be a 

liaison for the project.  Sa-

hakarini members Don and 

Chris Rebus visited the pro-

ject area a year ago. 

 

We are excited to be a part 

of these new initiatives and 

look forward to their suc-

cessful implementation. 

In the past year we have 

approved and funded the 

Kya Kimwe Sand Dam Pro-

ject in Kenya in the amount 

of $15,564.00.  Our project 

partner is the Utooni Devel-

opment Organization, and 

our local contact is Barb 

Stolee of Calgary (formerly 

of Bawlf).  More about the 

project can be found else-

where in this newsletter. 

 

After a number of years of 

collaboration Sahakarini 

has decided to conclude our 

involvement with the pro-

jects of the Kaqchikel Pres-

bytery.  We are grateful for 

their work with the women 

of a number of villages in 

the Chimaltenango, Guate-

mala area, and wish them 

well in the future. 

Alan Fielding 

Chair, Projects Committee 

Opposite: Kya Kimwe Sand 

Dam Project  in Kenya. 



Loaves and Fishes 2013 

was a lively affair with 

young children, students, 

middle agers, and people 

who have been dedicated 

to helping the vulnerable 

and marginalized for over 

sixty years.  Mother son 

team Barb and Scott 

Stolee gave an excellent 

presentation on the con-

struction and benefits of 

sand dams all the while 

inspiring us with their own 

passion. Several tables of 

Augustana students got 

into the act - a fair bidding 

war in fact - over the 

chance for a canoe trip. 

There were high fives all 

around at Dean Bergerõs 

table when they finally won 

the bid. In the end, four 

trips were auctioned off. 

We look forward to hearing 

about those adventures 

when the ice melts. The 

Eriksson/Foged family will 

take a journey of a differ-

ent kind when they mount 

their bicycles for an outing 

and lunch at Dried Meat 

Lake. (See photo) 

 

The sandals are set for an 

epic journey to the 2014 

Olympics with their new 

friend, Les Parsons. Les 

will speak about his adven-

tures at the Sahakarini 

supper (provided) and an-

nual meeting June 9 at 

Messiah Lutheran Church. 

 

In all, the Loaves and Fish-

es event raised approxi-

mately $20,000 represent-

ing close to 40% of our 

year to date funds, for Sa-

hakarini projects. Loaves 

and Fishes is Sahakariniõs 

major fundraiser. This 

year, we were delighted to 

be able to tell donors that 

they could make their gifts 

electronically any time 

through ATBCares, a pro-

gram of the Al-

berta Treasury 

Branch. There is 

no deduction or 

fee and ATB will 

match 15% (to a 

limit on their part 

of $1000) of a 

donation. Since 

last fall that has 

meant an addi-

tion $2200 for 

Sahakarini 

the organization. The pro-

gram has been in exist-

ence since 1986 and Sa-

hakarini has been involved 

for some years. Last term 

Sahakarini was fortunate 

in having eight such stu-

Community Service Learn-

ing Students are Augusta-

na Faculty students who 

have chosen to work with 

an organization in our com-

munity to the mutual bene-

fit of the themselves and 

dents! Seven of those stu-

dents were fourth year man-

agement students who 

learned about our organiza-

tion and current projects. 

We benefited from their en-

ergy and enthusiasm as well 

as their help with publicizing 

our fund raising dinner 

Loaves and Fishes. They 

also built models of sand 

dams to show how our pro-

ject in Utooni, Kenya helps 

benefit the lives of the villag-

ers and they were on hand 

at the dinner to discuss this 

with attendees. They took 

turns serving refreshments 

and selling items at our Mar-

ket Place during Loaves and 

Fishes while some also 

helped out at Augustanaõs 

LOAVES AND  FISHES LIVELY AND  FUN 
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SCORE event! ! 

One CSL student majoring in 

Global Development Studies has 

been sitting on our board for two 

terms offering her insights based 

on her studies and experience 

working internationally as a vol-

unteer. She is currently assessing 

how Sahakarini communicates its 

work to the public and how we 

engage our public, the people of 

Camrose and area. We hope to 

see how we might do better. Na-

tasha also took a prominent role 

as hostess and seller of items at 

the Market Place at the Loaves 

and Fishes Dinner last term, 

helped with the Film and Speaker 

Series on campus as well as 

shared our stories about Saha-

karini to students and the public 

at SCOREΦ 

Thanks to ATB and those who 

made their donations through 

them. 

 

We thank all those who partici-

pated, organized, cheered, 

gave, and showed their desire 

to walk in solidarity with the 

poor. 
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