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UPCOMING EVENTS
LOAVES AND FISHES FUND
RAISER DINNER
Saturday Nov. 7 2015
Norsemen Inn
Guest Speaker: Sahakarini
Intern Leah Johnson
FILM AND SPEAKER
SERIES 2016
Jan. 15 & 16, 2016
Roger Epp Room
Augustana Campus

THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SUPPORT
Sahakarini would like to
thank those who have supported our project work
through financial donations and volunteer time.
Thank you to the Augustana Community Service and
Learning students who
continue to provide assistance to Sahakarini in a
variety of ways.

evicted a large number of Adivasis from their forest homes
on the pretext that human beings should not live in a wildlife
sanctuary. They were seen to
be a threat to wildlife. Their
struggle for land and access to
forest and its resources for
livelihood still continue.

Sahakarini
Loaves and Fishes Dinner
Saturday, November 7, Norsemen Inn
5 pm Doors open—6 pm Dinner
Tickets: $40 adult, $25 student, 10 and under free
Available from: Board Members and Wisemen’s Way
For more information contact Sahakarini 780-672-8222,
email sahakarini@gmail.com or check our website: sahakarini.org

SAHAKARINI DONATIONS
Donations can be made three different ways.
1. Canada Post @ Sahakarini, Box 1685 Camrose T4V 1X6
2. ATB Cares website @ https://www.atbcares.com/donate.
Your donation will be forwarded to Sahakarini plus a15% matching donation from Alberta Treasury.
3. CanadaHelps website: @ https://www.canadahelps.org
Your support makes change possible and thank you for that.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
 Please change my address
 Please add my name to the mailing list
 I would prefer to receive information and newsletters by email
NAME
____________________________________________________________________________
Mailing address
_____________________________________________________________________________

Office:
4920—50 Street
Camrose AB T4V 1X6

NEW PROJECT IN INDIA STRADDLES CULTURES, BREAKS DOWN BARRIERS

Email ____________________________________________
Phone________________________________
Enclosed is my gift of $____________
Donations can be made online at www.CanadaHelps.org or through www.atbcares.com

Many of you will recall that
Sahakarini started with projects in South India recommended by Gordon and Mina
Schieck, who saw the great
needs of the people when
they worked there in the mission field many years ago.
Our largest project there was
the Kallaipadum Technical
School, which is still going
strong, and providing skilled
graduates in many trades.

Sahakarini has now recently
approved a project in South
India to assist a number of
Adivasi children to attend
school. According to Wikipedia, “Adivasi is an umbrella
term for a heterogeneous set
of ethnic and tribal groups
considered the aboriginal

population of India. Adivasi
make up 8.6% of India's population or 104 million according to the 2011 census.”
Many have been displaced by
the conversion of forests as
wildlife sanctuaries and national parks, construction of
reservoirs, and other development projects, which denied
them access to their traditional ways of making a living
from the forest. Today most
Adivasi children drop out of
the government schools because their parents are forced
to migrate in search of work,
or because there is little motivation to go to school. Only a
minority of them finish high
school. The number of children who go for higher educa-

tion is infinitesimally small.

Through one of our board
members, Professor Varghese
Manaloor, University of Alberta. Augustana Campus, we
were introduced to Pipal Tree,
a non-profit trust established
in 1984. Pipal Tree initiated
the Children's College in 2011
near the Nagarahole National
Park in Mysore district of Karnataka to assist disadvantaged Adivasi children belonging to Jenu Kuruba and Yerava Adivasi communities to
complete school education.
When the Kabani dam was
built in 1973 a large number
of Adivasis from this area
were displaced and became
migrant agricultural labourers.
Later the forest department

The Adivasi children are rooted
in place and in the community
of that place. But they are not
well cared for as community
resources are limited. They are
straddling the cultures of tribal
and modern India and they
have little hope of thriving without adequate access to nutritious food, clean water, shelter
and education. The programme
provides shelter, food, medical
care, and assistance with
school curriculum, and supplements the school education
with activities rooted in tribal
values and modern needs. The
vision of this programme is to
provide an environment where
an Adivasi child can actually
dream of a life that is different
from that of his povertystricken parents.
The programme believes that
Adivasi people and their children have much to contribute.
Their centuries of wisdom
about living sustainably on this
planet must be harvested and
they should be enabled to contribute to our shared future.
The Children's College aims to
educate the children of the
forest who may then help us all
bridge the increasing divide
(continued page 2)
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tional skills.
The Sahakarini board approved a project covering two
years' expenses in the
amount of $21,000.00 and
funds were sent to India on
June 30. We look forward to
hearing how the project progresses and the effect it has
on the lives of the children
and their families.
(continued from page 1)
between the earth based
knowledge we need to survive and the mechanics of
modern life.
The Children’s College started
functioning with 10 Adivasi
boys from the most vulnerable socio-economic background, aged between 12 to
18. Since there was demand
from the Adivasi community
for a similar programme for
girl children, Pipal Tree initiated another facility in June
2015 for 10 Adivasi girls. The
girls were chosen from the
most deprived families, most-

ly from the forest.
So far the programme helped
eight boys to finish their school
education. Another 20 students (10 boys and 10 girls)
are presently part of the programme and will be completing in the coming years. All this
would not have been possible
if the Children’s College education initiative didn’t provide
support in terms of lodging,
food and healthcare, as even
the bus fare from the forest to
the distant school was beyond
the means of their parents.

most vulnerable and marginalized people, with the particular
benefit of assisting girls to
acquire educational and voca-

Chair, Projects

The Projects committee felt
the project squarely falls within
our mandate to assist the

Many thanks to our dedicated, hard-working Board Members!
Manaloor, Varghese—Director
Parsons, Les—Director
Rathnavalu, Maya—Director
Rebus, Don—Treasurer
Specht, Erin—Director
Stolee, Gail—President
Ken Traylor—Director

P R ESI DENT ’ S M ESSAGE : HOPE , NOT FEAR
At our annual general
meeting in June we had the
immense pleasure of listening to Dr. Ronna Jevne reflect on Sahakarini’s theme
for the year, Walking Together in Hope”. I could do
no better than to offer you
a few excerpts from her
remarks.
This organization is a hope
story. As individuals and as
a collective you have made
choices that foster hope. It
was Nelson Mandela who
said, “May your choices
reflect your hopes, not your
fears.” I have the deepest
respect for all of you for

walking together in this
journey of hope that has
made such a difference in
the lives of people most of
whom you have never met. I
want to remember though
that it also makes a difference in our lives to “walk
together in hope”.
In what we call hope work,
we encourage BIG HOPE,
small steps. In other words,
walking not running. Not
racing. Not tramping. Not
trekking and certainly not
with too heavy a pack. And
yet not strolling, not sauntering, not meandering. Not
skipping lightly. Simply

steadfastly walking. Being
there, being here, says
“There is hope. We are in
this together. Dr. Jevne concluded with lines from Neil
Gadihoke:
Alone I can Say
Together we can Talk

to give up. Together we are
making a difference for good
in people’s lives. This year’s
Loaves and Fishes Dinner on
November 7 continues the
theme. Please join us.
Gail Stolee, President

Alone I can Enjoy
Together we can Celebrate
Alone I can Smile
Together we can Laugh
Alone I can Do
Together we can Achieve
As we get deeper and deeper
into a year filled with bad
news, it is important to keep
these words in mind and not

STUDENTS AND SAHAKARINI LEARNNG TOGETHER
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Andersen, Carolyn—Secretary
Berger, Rebecca—Director
Edwards, David—Director
Gervais, Linda—Director
Kennard, Melissa—Director
Lindstrand, Jen—Director

Alan Fielding (with inputs
from Shabin Paul (Pipal Tree)
and Varghese Manaloor)
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SAVE THE DATE!
2nd Annual Sahakarini Film and Speaker Festival

“Walking Together”
Friday, January 15th 7pm
Saturday, January 16th 10am-5pm
ROGER EPP ROOM
Augustana University Campus
Donations at the Door

CO NTACT I NFO RMAT IO N
Office: 4920- 50 Street, Main Street Mews Building, Box 1685, Camrose, AB T4V 1X6
Email: sahakarini@gmail.com
Website: www.sahakarini.org

Phone: 780-672-8222
Office Manager: Carolyn Andersen

We are a vibrant and creative community. Instead of
fearing the rapid change in
our world many sectors of
Camrose are discovering
that interdependence
opens our community to a
shared abundance that
benefits all. The Community Service Learning Project
at the Augustana Campus
of the University of Alberta
is an excellent model of
the benefits of interdependence. CSL is a bridge
between the campus and
the city that benefits both.
Augustana prepares students to be a valuable resource to the community
and the community offers
practical work experience
for the students.
Augustana’s CSL program
has accepted Sahakarini
as a community partner.
This partnership promises
to be very helpful to Sahakarini this year. Shara
Harke, CSL Supervisor has

approved the following the
following projects:
■ Two CSL 101 students
will bring their energy, ideas, and help to support
Sahakarini’s Loaves and
Fishes Dinner and experience how the community
connects with the world
through the work Sahakarini.
■ Want to learn more
about how social media
works? Ask a young person. That is what we are
doing. We are asking a
fourth year Global and Development Studies student
to do her capstone project
with us on how Sahakarini
might most effectively engage with the local and
online community. She will
study our organization’s
purpose and projects and
will attend Sahakarini
Board Meetings and
events.

■ Melissa Kennard, a
Global and Development
Studies student’s outline
for her CSL Capstone Project was presented to and
approved by the board at
the Sept. 16 board meeting The following is Melissa’s outline of her project:
I will be creating a student
volunteer strategy which
Sahakarini could use in
the future when working
with CSL students and
possibly other volunteers.
This plan will explore the
relationship between Sahakarini and CSL. Possible
outcomes of the project
could be; to attract more
interest in Sahakarini
among students, to have
Sahakarini’s needs met, to
meet the students learning needs, (desires and
skills) during a placement.
I will research how NGOs
use student volunteers.
I will also be co-working

with my supervisor to coordinate and support the CSL
students in both the Fall
and Winter Terms. I hope
to gain more insight into
the relationship between
CSL and Sahakarini while
researching the project.
When making recommendations I hope to be able to
create a useful document
that is both able to give
practical advice as well as
leave space for the uniqueness of each student and
each CSL situation. This
report will be presented to
both partners, Sahakarini
and Augustana.
The partnership between
Sahakarini and Augustana’s CSL Program, stands
to offer both organizations,
the students and the Camrose community many benefits. We welcome your
support and encouragement in this initiative.

